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Private Schools in the United States:
A Statistical Profile, 1990-91

Introduction

A Context of Diversity

Diversity and cultural freedom zre hallmarks of American society, and in elementary
and secondary education, private schools reflect the diversity of religious and cultural
heritages in America and contribute to their transmission across the generations. In
counterpoint to the universal public education available to children throughout the country
by the late 19th century, new immigrants from Europe established private schools in which
they could blend the teaching of practical skills and knowledge with the transmission of
cultural and religious values. In addition to the large number of Catholic schools, many
Lutheran and other Protestant schools were established, as well as nonsectarian college
preparatory academies. Both the religiously oriented schools and the nonsectarian schools
gave parents distinct cnoices in the manner of their children'’s education.

In response to a variety of social forces, the last half of the 20th century has seen
increasing diversity in American private schools. Following the second world war, Jewish
schools were opened to transmit Jewish culture; Montessori schools have extended their
programs beyond preschool to encompass elementary grades; and since 1970, many new
Christian schools have been established every year to serve families who wanted their
childre~'s education to be strongly founded in Christian beliefs.

Atte npts to reform public schools in the United States in the late 1980s looked to
private schools for examples of effective education (Talbert 1988). What private schools do
is different from what public schools do, but are private schools effective because of
differences of values, differences of structure, differences of teachers, or differences in the
students who attend the schools? Data on the characteristics of private schools are needed
to provide the basis for accurate interpretation of differences between private and public
schools and among the many kinds of private schools.

Data on private secondary schools in America have been collected by the federal
government since 1890, and data on private elementary schools have been collected since
1930. There were concerns that the early counts of private schools were underestimates;
and since the late 1970s, the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) has developed
systematic survey systems for tapping the status of both private and public elementary and
secondary education in the United States. In 1980, NCES asked the Statistical Analysis
Group in Education to produce a report on Nonpublic Education of the Nation's Children,
based on surveys in 1976, 1977, and 1978. During the early 1980s, NCES developed a dual

1
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frame approach that combined lists of schools obtained from private school organizations
with searches for previously unidentified schools in randomly selected areas. Based on these
developments, NCES produced Private Schools in the United States: A Statistical Profile, with
Comparisons to Public Schools, based on surveys through 1985-86, and Detailed

Ch. racteristics of Private Schools and Staff: 1987-88, based on the first Schools and Staffing
Survey.

In 1989-90, NCES supplemented its universe collection of public school data, the
Common Core of Data (CCD), with a Private School Universe Survey (PSS). The PSS
includes a complete population survey of elementary and secondary schools in private school
directories, plus an "area search" for previously uncounted private schools not in common
directories, in a representative sample of counties in the country. That survey was repeated

in 1991-92, and its results are summarized in the NCES report: Private School Universe
Survey, 1991-92.

The present report is based on the Schools and Staffing Surveys (SASS) of 1987-88
and 1990-91, and it is designed to provide a broad picture of private schools in the United
States at the beginning of the 1990s. The SASS collects data on only a sample of private

schools, but it collects a much richer picture of each participating school than does the
universe survey (PSS).

Schools and Staffing Surveys (SASS)

In 1987-88 and 1990-91, NCES conducted the first two in a series of nationally
representative sample surveys of public and private schools, their teachers, and their
principals. Approximately 10 percent of the nation’s elementary and secondary schools were
contacted and provided responses to the survey, inciuding 2,459 private schools in 1987-88
and a new, but overlapping, set of 2,620 private schools in 1990-91. At these private schools,
2,436 principals and 6,764 teachers gave information apout their backgrounds, school
climates, and career plans in 1987-88; and 2,757 principals and 6,642 teachers gave new
information in 1990-91 (Gruber, Rohr, and Fondelier 1994).

Through SASS, the nation’s educators have provided an illuminating picture of the
status of elementary and secondary education. Teachers and principals have shared their
rankings of educational goals and perceptions of problems in their schools and have
provided a great deal of information about the backgrounds of the professional educators
to whom the nation’s children are entrusted. This information enables policymakers to
counter stereotypes about education through the use of real data in the course of developing
policy. While the information does not tell us about any particular school, it provides an
important foundation to help educational administrators assess the status of their own
schools; for teachers to analyze their own situations, satisfaction, and plans; and for parents
to evaluate statements about their children’s school.




Sample of schools. Private schools were selected for participation in SASS in two
different ways. First, a "universe" file of known private schools was assembled. For the
1987-88 survey, this file was obtained from a commercial source (Quality Education Data);
for the 1990-91 survey, it was based on the NCES 1989-90 Private School Universe Survey.
Most private schools belong to some 1uational group, and NCES consulted with those groups
to develop a survey questionnaire that would address informational needs of the private
school community. These groups recommended, for example, the importance of reporting
statistics separately for the many different kinds of private schools, rather than aggregating
private school data into the categories of Catholic and "Other."

Eleven leading private school organizations endorsed the survey, including the
American Montessori Society, Christian Schools International, the Council for American
Private Education, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the Friends Council on
Education, the General Council of Seventh-Day Adventists, the Lutheran Church, Missouri
Synod, the National Association of Episcopal Schools, the National Association of
Independent Schools (NAIS), the National Catholic Educational Association, and the United
States Catholic Conference. Staff of schools belonging to many other groups also
contributed their time to the completion of this survey.

Any survey of private elementary and secondary schools in America is faced with the
highly decentralized nature of private education in America. Many schools are started by
communities that are not immediately concerned about affiliation with a national
organization, religious or otherwise, and these schools would not appear on official
organization lists until such affiliation is sought. To ensure that these schools are properly
represented in national statistics, the Schools and Staffing Survey has included a second
sampling component that addresses this problem. '

A series of areas, roug;.lv of county size, were randomly selected around the country,
and these areas were searched for private schools ot on the existing lists. About 400
schools were found, and these were appropriately weighted to represent ali those schools
that might be found if all areas in the country were searched. Thus, the information
provided by the private schools in SASS can be aggregated to be representative of the range
of private education in America. All tabulated figures in this report have been weighted to
represent the population of private schools serving some grades from 1 to 12 and not
operating in a private home.

Categories of schools. To summarize the 1987-88 SASS results for 16 categories of
private schools, NCES developed a 9-category typology (McMillen and Benson 1991),
consisting of 3 types of Catholic schools (parochial, diocesan, and private order), 3 other
categories of religiously oriented schools (conservative Christian, nationally affiliated, and
unaffiliated), and 3 categories of nonsectarian schools (special education, special emphases,
and regular).
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In response to recommendations of private school leaders, the present report
supplements that typole«, with an 18-category affiliation typing, including Catholic schools,
4 categories of Lutheran schools, 5 other categories of Christian schools (Episcopal, Friends,
Christian Schools International, Associatior. of Christian Schools International [ACSI], and
Seventh-Day Adventists), 3 categories of Jewish schools, 4 categories of nonsectarian schools
(Montessori, special education, military, NAIS members), and a large and diverse category
labeled "other private schools." This finer grain reporting gives a better flavor of the
diversity that exists among American private schools.

Between 1987-88 and 1990-91. the categories for reporting private school data were
refined. In particular, both Lutheran schools and Jewish schools were aggregated differently.
In 1990-91, Hebrew Day schools were aggregated separately from "other" Jewish schools;
and Lutheran schools associated with the Wisconsin Synod were aggregated separately from
"other" Lutheran schools.! Therefore, to interpret the trend data for Jewish schools and
Lutheran schools presented in this report accurately, readers must focus on the combinations
of these categories. In addition, the nine-category typology definition was under
development for the 1987-88 survey and was refined between 1987-88 and 1990-91. Readers
may note that for the 1987-88 figures, but not for the 1990-91 figures, the estimates for
Catholic schools based on the typology differ slightly from the estimates for Catholic schools
based on the affiliation categorization.

Notes on interpretation of the survey results. The quality of the data provided by
respondents to SASS is quite high—~complex yet understandable relations among educational
factors emerge from careful analyses of the responses. Nevertheless, not all selected school
principals and teachers responded to the survey; and those who did respond did not always
answer all the survey questions. To facilitate appropriate interpretation of the data, NCES
weighted the respondents’ data to represent the responses of similar nonrespondents, and
individual missing item responses have been imputed based on relations to other responses
using a standard statistical method.

Many of the tables in this report present both 1987-88 and 1990-91 results, to
facilitate the study of trends over the late 1980s. Some tables, however, present only 1990-
91 because either there were no systematic patterns of change or the corresponding survey
items changed somewhat between the two administrations. Many questions asked in 1990-91
had no counterparts in 1987-88. In other cases, questions were very similar, but the
frequencies of answers were different due to changes in wording. For example, in the 1987-
88 school survey, some questions about teachers asked for percentages of teachers with
particular characteristics, but in 1990-91 the same questions asked for counts of teachers.

1

Specifically, the estimated 287 Hebrew Day schools in 1987-88 represent roughly the same category of
schools as the 170 Hebrew Day schools and 289 other Jewish schools in 1990-91; and the 409 Wisconsin
Synod Lutheran schools in 1940-91 include most of the 390 "other" Lutheran schools in 1987-88.
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Where these differences might affect the interpretations of tables, we have noted the
differences in the text.

This is a descriptive report about private schools, their students, their teachers and

principals, and the climates and expectations at those schools. The findings from SASS are
presented in five sections:

«  Characteristics of private schools as units are described—their sizes, ages,
student/teacher ratios, tuitions, grade ranges, services, and boarding
policies.

«  Characteristics of students are described—admission requirements and
demographics.

. Characteristics of teachers and principals are described—their degrees,
experience, ages, demographics, salaries, satisfaction, and the fields in

which new teachers are entering, others are leaving, and vacancies are
difficult to fill.

. Educational goals as seen by principals and teachers, their perceptions
of the climates of their schools, and absence, graduation, and college
application rates are described.

. Descriptive profiles of Catholic, Lutheran, Jewish, conservative Christian,
Episcopal, Friends, Seventh-Day Adventist, NAIS, military, Montessori,
special education, and other private schools in America are presented in
a final section, along with very brief historical summaries. Readers
interested in a particular type of private schools can find information
about that type of schonl summarized in this section.

In trying to develop an understanding of private schools, it is important to remember that
the data presented in this report are cross-sectional, not longitudinal, and therefore that no
cause-effect relations among characteristics of schools can be inferred from these data.




Highlights

1 Schools

In 1990-91, the Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS) found that there
were approximately 24,690 private elementary and secondary schools in
the United States, serving an estimated 4,673,878 K-12 students. This
estimate, that nearly one-quarter of the schools in the nation are private
and 1 in 10 K-12 students is in a private school, is slightly lower than the
estimate obtained by SASS in 1987-88 (tables 1.1, 1.2).

A major difference in structure between public and private schools is
that there are virtually no private middle schools, while 15 percent of
public schools are middle schools (figure 1.1).

Many more of the private schools are small. A quarter have fewer than
50 students and only one-fifth have more than 300 students. In contrast,
only 3 percent of public schools have fewer than 50 students, and more
than two-thirds have more than 300 students (figure 1.2).

Ages of private schools vary greatly—more than two-thirds of currently
operating Jewish schools, ACSI schools, Evangelical Lutheran schools,
Montessori schools, and special education schools were established after
1960, whereas more than two-thirds of currently operating Catholic
schools, Missouri Synod Lutheran schools, and military schools were
established before 1960, one in five before 1900 (table 1.3).

Only 1 private school in 15 is a boarding school (table 1.11).

Annual tuitions increased at an average 10 percent annual rate between
1987-88 and 1990-91, to an average of about $1,800 for elementary
schools and $4,400 for secondary schools (table 1.5).

Class sizes and student/teacher ratios are much lower at small private
schools than at large private schools—for schools of the same size, private
schools have slightly higher student/teacher ratios than public schools
(figure 1.3).

Roughly half of all private schools offer remedial reading and remedial
mathematics instruction, but few offer special education (other than
schools specializing in special education) (table 1.9).
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Overview of Private Schools and Students

There are many different kinds of private schools. Private elementary and secondary
schools differ in the grade levels they serve—elementary, secondary, or both combined, and
they differ in presence and type of religious orientation and affiliation. Many are of recent
origin, but some are very old. As a background to the more detailed picture of private
schools that emerges from SASS, this section presents counts of private schools of different
types and of the students attending them.

An estimate of 24,690 private elementary and secondary schools in the United States
was obtained from the 1990-91 national sample of schools in the Schools and Staffing Survey
(SASS), as shown in table 1.1. Counts of schools in table 1.1 have been broken out in two
separate but overlapping ways. In the top section of this table, counts are shown for all
private schools and all public schools. In the middle section of the table, private schools
have been divided into 18 affiliation categories. Each private school is counted once in this
section, even if it holds membership in more than one association. In the third section of
the table, the same private schools have been presented according to the nine-category
typology. Again, each private school is counted once. The last row of the table gives total
counts for members of the National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS), including
schools also categorized by other affiliations in the upper parts of the table. The bases for
these typology and affiliation breakdowns are described in the Technical Notes, and separate
descriptions of schools in the different categories are presented as the final section of this
report. The 1987-88 typology categories do not exactly match the affiliation categories for
that year because the typology was under development during the analysis of the 1987-88
SASS results. For the 1990-91 SASS, these differences were reconciled.

The parcentages of private schools of each type and affiliation serving elementary
grades (e.g., K-6 or K-8), secondary grades (e.g., 7-12 or 9-12), or combined grades (e.g., K-
12) also appear in table 1.1, Among Catholic schools, parochial schools predominantly
served elementary grades, and most Private-Order schools served secondary grades. Among
other schools, Lutheran schools and Solomon Schechter schools predominantly served
elementary grades, and military schools generally served secondary grades. Schools that
combined both elementary and secondary levels, which were rare among public schools,
were common among private schools and formed the majority of both conservative Christian
and special education schools. Recognition of these differences is important because
variations in school characteristics such as admissions requirements, tuition levels, class sizes,
teacher salaries, and perceptions of student problems vary by grade level, so that tabulated
differences between schools of different affiliations may actually be due to differences ix
" grade levels served by the schools.
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Table 1.1~ Number of schools and percentage of schools at each level in 1987-88 and 1990-91, by affiliation

Total Elementary Secondary Combined
8788 9091 87.88 90-91 8788 90-91 87-88 90-91
Total Private 26,807 24,690 637 626 9.1 9.9 273 215
Total Public 78,533 79,885 692 703 249 247 59 51
Catholic 9,598 8,731 814 820 148 154 38 2.7
Episcopal 345 394 68.4 735 143 124 173 141
Friends 78 56 657 527 136 146 207 327
Seventh-Day Adventist 1346 1,133 74.1 734 44 82 21.6 18.4
Hebrew Day 287 170 448 481 21 337 331 182
Solomon Schechter -- 52 - 97.8 0.0 0.0 - 2.2
Other Jewish - 289 .- 61.7 - 174 - 20.9
Christian Schools Intl 311 408 45.1 519 715 8.5 474 39.7
Assoc of Christn Schis Intl 1,804 1,941 420 488 5.7 37 524 475
Lutheran, Missouri Synod 1,218 1,010 947 931 35 5.5 1.8 14
Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod - 409 - 93.8 - 50 - 12
Evangelical Lutheran - 119 924 799 - 0.8 - 19.3
Other Lutheran 390 - 95.1 906 31 - 1.7 -
Montessori 582 747 91.7 870 - 07 0.0 76 130
Schools for
Exceptional Children 268 317 10.5 24 158 7.7 73.7 90.0
Natl Assoc of
Independent Schools (only) 850 933 265 292 214 203 521 505
Military -- 21 0.0 0.0 702 790 - 21.0
Other Private Schools 9,420 7,888 466 412 42 5.5 492 533
Catholic 9,527 8,731 812 80 149 154 39 27
Parochial 6,479 5,437 95.5 93.1 32 52 13 1.7
Diocesan 1,945 2,400 70.7 752 288 223 0.5 2.5
Private order 1,103 894 161 328 591 583 24.8 89
Other religious 12,133 11,476 56.5 53.6 4.2 49 39.2 414
Coiiservative Christian 4,165 4,045 287 309 30 21 684 670
Affiliated 4,204 4262 74.1 69.4 6.6 9.3 193 213
Unaffiliated 3,674 3,169 67.6 614 2.8 2.7 29.6 359
Nonsectarian 5,146 4,483 479 476 98 120 423 404
Regular 2,332 1,950 513 52.2 10.7 104 38.0 373
Special emphasis 1,954 1,700 597 615 107 128 296 257
Special education 859 833 119 8.4 51 141 83.0 77.5
All members of NAIS 1,284 1,498 286 322 257 262 457 415

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Surveys: 1987-88 and 1990-91.
Note: - Too few cases for a reliable estimate.

Note: Because the nine-category typology was under development in 1987-88, the 1987-88 figures may not match the affiliation categories.
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The SASS estimate for private schools in 1990-91 is lower than that obtained from
the 1987-88 SASS (26,807 private schools). Most of the estimated drop was in elementary
schools: from approximately 17,100 in 1987-88 to approximately 15,400 in 1990-91. The
largest decline in those three years, in absolute terms, was among Catholic schools (800
fewer in 1990-91). Nevertheless, in terms of broad categories, the relative proportions of
private schools in the different categories have been relatively stable over the lattcr half of
the 1980s. In 1985, 36 percent of private schools were Catholic, and 45 percent were other
religiously oriented schools (Benson and McMiller 1991, table 2-4); in 1990, 35 percent of
private schools were Catholic, and 46 percent were other religiously oriented schools. In
any case, the overall trend does not reflect the experiences of every type of private school,
as can be seen from this table. In particular, there may have been increases in elementary
schools affiliated with the Episcopal Church, Christian Schools International, and the
Association of Christian Schools International, and in Montessori schools, although none of
the increases were statistically significant in this sample.?

The question of whether the apparent overall decline in numbers of private schools
between the two SASS surveys is real or not is difficult to answer. Accurate estimation of
the number of private elementary and secondary schools in the United States has long been
a problem. In the decade prior to the 1987-88 SASS, NCES surveys provided the basis for
a series of estimates of numbers of private schools. In the 1977-78 Digest of Education
Statistics, an estimate of 18,142 private schools was reported, based on 1970-71 data.
McLaughlin and Wise (1980) estimated that there were 20,073 nonpublic schools in 1977-78,
and Benson and McMillen (1991, table 2-2) reported survey-based estimates of 24,500
private schools in 1980-81; 27,700 in 1983-84; and 28,000 in 1985-86. The corresponding
estimated counts of schools from the national Private School Survey (PSS) of 1989-90 and
1991-92 are 26,712 and 25,998, respectively (Broughman, Gerald, Bynum, and Stoner 1994).

The smaller number of private schools in 1990-91, as compared to 1987-88, is
matched by a smaller estimate of students attending private schools, as shown in table 1.2,
a drop from 5,218,643 students to 4,673,878 students. The decline in enrollment is
somewhat larger than that reported elsewhere.?

SASS is based on a sample, and the estimates of schools may miss the true number by more than 100.
The statistical significance of differences can be judged by comparing them to standard errors, which
for statistics presented in tables in this repost are contained in Appendix A. For the apparent increases
in numbers of the four types of private schools, the values of Student's t are 1.12, 1.93, 1.00, and 1.17,

values which suggest that the increases are no greater than might occur due to random sampling
variation.

According to the 1993 Digest of Education Statistics, private school enrollment declined from 5,479,000
to 5,355,000 between 1987 and 1989, and it was projected to decline to 5,199,000 in 1991. These
estimatcs arc somewhat larger than those found in SASS because they include all students in private
schools serving K-12 students, including prekindergarten students enrolled in those schools. A more

comparable source is the PSS, which reported estimates of 4,838,497 students in 1989-90 and 4,889,545
students in 1991-92.
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Table 1.2-- Number of elementary and secondary students in 1987-88 and 1990-91, by grade level and
afTiliation of school

Total Elementary Secondary Combined
87-88 90-91 8788 90-91 87-88 90-91 8788 90-91
Total Private 5,218,643 4,673,878 2,965,004 2,643,252 896,679 887,099 1,356,959 1,143,527
Total Public 39,901,319 40,103,699 23,842,442 25,086,319 14,531,822 13,692,768 1,527,055 1,324,611
Catholic 2,832,992 2555932 2,024,748 1,807,129 731,374 679,190 76,870 69,614
Episcopal 84,557 78,484 42,217 41,699 10,910 10,021 31,429 26,764
Friends 19,665 13,697 8,709 3,390 1,849 878 9,107 9,429
Seventh-Day Adventist 80,184 69,716 37,213 31,701 10,024 15,081 32946 22934
Hebrew Day 74,691 38,667 35,351 19,216 6,506 11,151 32,834 8301
Solomon Schechter - 11,563 -- 10,360 0 0 -- 1,203
Other Jewish -- 64,086 -- 37,118 -- 5975 - 20992

Christian Schools Intl 93,429 111,509 26,042 36,222 6,826 11,701 60,561 63,586
Assoc of Christn Schis Int1 311,482 310,860 94,716 125,028 23,681 16,756 193,086 169,076
Lutheran, Missouri Synod 189,856 173,579 169,169 156,139 12,330 13,161 8357 4,279

Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod - 37,339 -- 31,886 - 4,207 -- 1,246
Evangelical Lutheran -- 26,086 -- 13,393 -- 185 - 12,508
Other Lutheran 35173 -- 33,012 -- 1,339 -- 822 --
Montessori 60,405 44,837 51,964 39,772 423 0 8,018 5,065
Schools for

Exceptional Children 17,778 26,840 3,740 369 2,202 3842 11,837 22,629
Nat] Assoc of

Independent Schis (only) 296,098 312,403 46,143 50,729 43931 50,900 206,024 210,774
Military - -- 0 0 -- --

Other Private Schools 1,052,759 783,819 350,657 230,384 39,743 59,265 662,359 494,170

Catholic 2,822,585 2,555,932 2,014,340 1,807,129 731,374 679,190 76,870 69,614
Parochial 1,768,687 1,363,832 1,643,664 1,253,358 96,660 94,372 28,363 16,101
Diocesan 647,277 833,311 336,878 492,246 309,811 323,996 588 17,069
Private order ’ 406,620 358,789 33,798 61,524 324,903 260,822 47,920 36,444

Other religious 1,591,420 1,468,533 689,521 633,591 94,800 122,595 807,099 712,346
Conservative Christian 542,708 546,928 132,014 160,001 29,265 21,076 381,429 365,850
Affiliated 661,266 631,919 387,533 367,768 54,982 81,063 218,751 183,088
Unaffiliated 387,446 289,686 169,974 105,823 10,553 20,456 206,920 163,408

Nonsectarian 804,638 649,414 261,143 202,532 70,505 85,315 472990 361,567
Regular 494,297 431,748 156,315 127,772 44,074 59,651 293,907 244,326
Special emphasis 244919 157,972 101,463 69,520 24,103 19,001 119,354 69,450
Special education 65,422 59,694 3,364 5,240 2,328 6,663 59,730 47,791

All members of NAIS 434,734 494,389 77,604 90,423 88,734 124,000 268,396 279,965

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Surveys: 1987-88 and 1990-91.
Note: -- Too few cases for a reliable estimate,

Note: Because the ninc-category typology was under development in 1987-88, the 1987.88 figures may not match the affiliation categories.
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The changes in numbers of private schools of different types between 1987-88 and
1990-91 should be viewed in the context of long-term trends in private schools in America.
Over the past century, the numbers of schools of different types increased at different times.
Although there is no good universal time-series database on private schools, it is informative
to examine the median ages of schools surviving to the present. Are many private schools
transitory, or do most private schools have a long history? The data in table 1.3 suggest that
while overall 12 percent of private schools in existence in 1990-91 were opened during the
1980s, there is significant variation: some types of schools are relatively new, others old.
Half or more Catholic schools, Lutheran schools of the Missouri Synod, military schools,
Friends schools, and members of the NAIS now in existence have been operating for more
than 40 years. On the other hand, most Hebrew schools, evangelical Lutheran schools,
members of the ACSI, special education schools, and Montessori schools operating in 1990-
91 were established in the period between 1960 to 1990.

The school-age distributions shown in table 1.3 are based on incomplete data: the age
information was collected by PSS 1991-92 (Broughman, et al. 1994), and responses to the
age question were unavailable for about one-quarter of the SASS 1990-91 sample of schools.
Because 80 percent of the schools missing age data were schools found in the SASS area
frame search, which would tend to find new schools, it may be the case that a large
percentage of schools missing age data were opened in the 1980s. Comparisons of the
school counts with age information, in table 1.3, with total school counts, in table 1.1,
indicate that the greatest frequencies of missing data were in those categories of schools that
also showed the most growth in the 1980s: conservative Christian schools, unaffiliated
religiously oriented schools, special emphasis schools, and special education schools.
Therefore, the differences in age distributions between different types of schools may be
greater than indicated in table 1.3.

The average annual rate of establishment of new schools between 1970 and 1990,
excluding those that later closed, can be roughly estimated from table 1.3. Assuming that
half to all of the schools missing age data were established during this period, between 450
and 650 new schools were opened each year.’

The entries for NAIS schools (only) in this and other tables are for the estimated 933 NAIS members
that are nonsectarian, and neither military nor Montessori nor special education schools. The 565 NAIS
member schools that were Catholic (252), other religiously affiliated (247), military (14), Montessori
(13), or special education (39) are counted in those other categories.

This rate may shed light on a possible reason for the smaller numbers of private schools reported by
SASS in 1990-91. By design, the 1989-90 PSS servea as ihe list of schools from which the sample of
schools to participate in the 1990-91 SASS a year later was selected. The difference between the 1989-
90 PSS estimatc and the 1990-91 SASS estimate may be a result of the particular timing of the sampling
and data collection for SASS in 1990-91—any new schools that opened during 1990 would be uncounted.
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Table 13-~  Percentage of private schools in existence in 1990-91 established prior to dates from 1900 to
1990, by affiliation

Before Before Before Before Before Before  Before Before  Before
1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 (Unknown)

Total Private 119 167 208 287 317 376 524 689 88.1 26.3
Catholic 171 255 316 461 505 58.7 789 943 97.6 8.0
Episcopal 143 155 161 208 213 282 479 749 91.3 139
Friends 442 483 483 483 483 502 543 644 78.0 21
Seventh-Day Adventist 38 92 157 195 234 268 474 583 629 19.2
Hebrew Day 00 00 0.0 1.0 1.0 135 26.7 544 90.0 104
Solomon Schechter 00 00 0.0 0.0 00 110 215 477 791 14.2
Other Jewish 07 07 0.7 1.9 1.9 132 261 56.7 74.9 22.1
Christian Schools Intl 49 92 24 293 307 420 522 643 87.1 234
Assoc of Christn Schls Intl 0.0 05 0.5 2.4 2.4 5.1 9.5 188 65.5 31.3
Lutheran, Missouri Synod 318 358 409 458 498 576 68.7 76.7 88.5 11.1
Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod 286 332 337 390 399 486 558 648 97.2 9.5
Evangelical Lutheran 85 94 94 112 112 197 310 579 85.6 6.2
Other Lutheran -- - - - -- - -- -- 978 -
Montessori 00 03 0.3 03 0.3 0.3 46 385 78.0 437
Schools for
Exceptional Children 38 54 6.9 9.5 9.5 111 170 556 923 23.1
Natl Assoc of
Independent Schools (only) 20.8 263 337 386 473 529 629 740 93.5 11.4
Military 73.1 784 838 892 946 946 946 1000 100.0 0.0
Other Private Schools 1.8 22 3.1 4.5 55 76 180 395 81.5 51.1
Catholic 171 255 316 461 5035 587 789 943 97.6 8.0
Parochial 165 267 336 489 532 605 80.5 93.5 97.1 8.1
Diocesan 158 210 266 404 449 535 76.4  96.7 98.7 43
Private order 248 315 336 48 500 626 759 924 97.4 179
Other religious 78 100 122 146 159 207 321 453 77.4 36.2
Conservative Christian 00 07 0.9 23 2.5 4.4 73 180 68.4 400
Affiliated 150 183 225 261 276 348 475 606 81.0 18.6
Unaffiliated 38 55 6.7 74 105 144 368 544 83.9 55.0
Nonsectarian 78 94 124 160 192 215 299 582 88.8 364
Regular 135 159 209 260 314 343 412 642 92.6 252
Special emphasis 14 21 32 63 74 9.5 196 438 86.4 438.1
Special education 26 33 37 4.0 4.5 55 153 6538 819 389
All members of NAIS 211 267 326 396 452 509 602 770 94.2 93

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey: 1990-91 and Private
Schools Survey 1991-92.

Note: ~ Too few cases for a reliable estimate.
Note: Only schools whose ages were known were included in computing the percentages in the first nine columns.
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Characteristics of Private Schools

Grade ranges. Unlike public school districts, which generally offer a sequence of
separate elementary, middie, and high schools, private schools generally combine middle
grades with either primary grades or high school grades or both. There are very few private
middle schools: as shown in figure 1.1, fewer than 1 percent of private schools are middle
schools, compared to 15 percent of public schoels. On the other hand, over one-quarter
of private schools combined all grade levels (e.g., K-12 or 1-12) in 1990-91, compared to
only 5 percent of public schools. Combined grade-level schools generally are newer and
have fewer students per grade (an average of 14, compared to 28 for all private schools).

Figure 1.1~ Percentages of private and public schools that serve different grade levels
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Note: Middle schools are reported as a separate category, but are included with elementary and secondary schools in table 1.1.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey, 1990-91 (School Questionnaire).

Although elementary, secondary, and combined have roughly the same meaning for
all private schools, there are important variations. Although each category of private schools
has many different grade ranges, a small number of grade ranges are typical for schools in
each affiliation. The three most frequent grade ranges in each affiliation category are shown
in table 1.4. By far the most common grade ranges in private schools were K-8 and K-12.
Exceptions were schools offering special education, a large percentage of which were
ungraded, and Montessori schools, few of which extended beyond sixth grade. Also, many
Catholic and other secondary schools served grades 9-12, and other private secondary
schools started with grade 7 and 8.
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Table 1.4-- Most frequent private schoel grade ranges in 1990-91, by affiliation

Second Third
Most Frequent Most Frequent Most Frequent
Range Percent Range Percent Range Percent

Catholic K-8 58 9-12 24 1-8 6
Episcopal K-8 24 K-6 18 K-12 18
Friends K-12 70 K-8 9 K-6 9
Seventh-Day Adventist K-8 34 9-12 22 1-8 9
Hebrew Day K-8 35 9-12 24 K-12 19
Solomon Schechter K-8 61 K-6 21 K-12 10
Other Jewish K-8 33 K-12 p) K-6 15
Christian Schools Iatl K-12 48 K-8 17 9-12 8
Assoc of Christn Schis Intl K-12 45 K-8 22 K-6 12
Lutheran, Missouri Synod K-8 7 K-6 7 9-12 6
Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod K-8 80 9-12 11 1-8 3
Evangelical Lutheran K-12 47 K-8 32 K-6 11
Other Lutheran K-8 95 K-12 2 9-12 2
Montessori K-6 3 K-5 14 K-3 11
Schools for

Exceptional Children UnG 47 9-12 12 1-12 1
Natl Assoc of

Independent Schools (only) K-12 52 7-12 8 9-12 8
Military 7-12 46 9-12 29 8-12 11
Other Private Schools K-12 42 K-8 12 K-6 7
Catholic

Parochial K-8 76 . 18 6 K-6 6

Diocesan K-8 49 912 36 1-8 S

Private order 9-12 64 K-8 13 K-12 7
Other religious

Conservative Christian K-12 53 K-8 16 K-6 8

Affiliated K-8 42 K-12 22 9-12 9

Unaffiliated K-12 41 K-8 15 K-6 7
Nonsectarian

Regular K-12 43 K-8 13 K-6 10

Special emphasis K-12 21 K-6 15 UnG 13

Special education UnG 48 1-12 9 1-6,Ung 5

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey: 1990-91.




Tuition. A distinguishing feature of private schools is that they are supported by
tuition payments from parents of students as well as by religious and other nongovernment
organizations. Tuition payments, along with organizational support, cover the costs of
curriculum materials, teachers’ compensation, and other operating expenses. Nearly all (94
percent in 1990-91) private schools require tuition payments, although most (86 percent)
provide for scholarships or other forms of tuition reduction. As shown in table 1.5, the only
noticeable exceptions to the nearly universal requirement for tuition payments were the
special education schools, of which only about 70 percent required tuition payments, and the
diverse group of "other" schools, of which 86 percent required tuition.

Although private schools are nearly all alike in requiring tuition payments, the
amount of the tuition varies dramatically between schools of different types.® Tuitions at
secondary schools average two to three times those at elementary schools, with tuitions at
schools that offer a combined elementary and secondary education (e.g., K-12 schools) an
average of these extremes. However, even within levels, there are significant variations.

At one extreme, military schools, NAIS members, special education schools,’
Episcopal secondary schools, and Friends schools serving secondary grades reported average
annual tuitions greater than $7,000. Catholic and conservative Christian secondary schools,
on the other hand, averaged tuitions of less than $3,000. At the elementary level, Catholic
schools, Seventh-Day Adventist schools, and some Lutheran schools averaged less than
$1,300 in annual tuitions, while NAIS members, Friends schools, and Jewish schools
averaged more than $4,000. In any case, these are average fuitions 2cross categeries of
schools; annual tuition levels range widely from school to school within these categories.
For most categories, the standard deviation was more than $500, and for several it was
nearly as large as the average tuition (e.g., among Catholic elementary schools, the largest
category, the average tuition was $1,243, but the standard deviation was $1,020).

Finally, as can be seen from table 1.5, average annual student tuitions rose in the
private school sector between 1987-88 and 1990-91, at an annual rate of 10.3 percent.® This
is somewhat larger than the 5.2 percent annual increase in median family income, suggesting
that private education became somewhat more difficult for typical parents to afford for their
children during this period.

Tuition cstimates in table 1.5 do not include boarding fees.

Unlike other private schools, many special education schools customarily collect payments for services
from state public education agencies, which according to the Individuals with Disabilities Act are

responsible for providing appropriate education for students with disabilities at no cost to the parents
(34 CFR 300.401-402).

The increase of 10.3 percent is "student-weighted"; that is, schools with more students counted
correspondingly more in the average. The "school-w ‘ghted" avtrage tuition, crmbining the entire

samplc of SASS private schools at all levels, was $2,504 in 1990-91, up from $1,89. in 1987-88.
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Table 1.5-- Percentage of private schools charging tuition, percentage allowing tuition reductions, and
average tuition in 1987-88 and 1990-91, by level and affiliation

% Charging % Allowing Average Tuition
Tuition Reductions Elementary Secoudary Combined
90-91 90-91 87-88 90-91 87-88 90-91 87-88 90-91
Total Private 94.5 85.6 $1,423  $1,780 $3,054 $4,395 $2,622 $3,524
Catholic 98.9 944 $981  $1,243 $2,026 $2,878 -- --
Episcopal 100.0 893  $2,615 $2686 $6,088 $9368  $5,022 $5,503
Friends 100.0 899 $3,379 $4,093 -- -- $6,207 $7,811
Seventh-Day Adventist 98.9 95.2 $1,069 $1,280 $3,075 $3,557 $1,553 31,989
Hebrew Day 100.0 969  $3119 $3.895 $3,026 $4730  $3,331 -
Solomon Schechter 100.0 95.5 $3,594 $4,419 - - - -
Other Jewish 100.0 95.4 - $4,200 - $4,681 - $3,928
Christian Schools Intl 100.0 99.0 $1,762  $2,116 $2,488 $3,008 $2,224 $2,862
Assoc of Christn Schis Intl 99.9 93.7 $1,427 $1,866 $2,483 $2,831 $1,532 $1,827
Lutheran, Missouri Synod 98.1 93.5 $1,139 $1,824 - $2912 - -
Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod 94.5 89.0 - $1,020 - - - -
Evangelical Lutheran 96.9 88.8 $1,293  $1,795 -- - -- -
Other Lutheran 92.5 838 $713  $1,283 - -- -- --
Montessori 99.4 80.5 $2,695 $3,760 - - - $3,710
Schools for
Exceptional Children 70.7 22.3 - - - - $6,386 $12,105
Natl Assoc of
Indzpendent Schools (only) 98.7 799 $4,577 $6,377 $7,039 $9,067 $5,799 $7,425
Military 10C.0 72.5 -- - $4,738 $8,008 -- --
Other Private Schools 86.3 73.5 $1977 $2,034  $3,929 $§7,235  $2,217 $3,094
Catholic 98.9 94.4 $965  $1,243 $2,026 $2,878 -- --
Parochial 98.6 94.3 $941 $1,210 $1,583 $2,944 -- --
Diocesan 99.5 97.2 $922 $1,213  $1L,777 $2,364 -- -
Private order 99.0 87.3 - $1995  $2,369 $3,378 -- -
Other religious 93.4 86.5 $1,381  $1,738 $3,418 $4,039 $1,506 $2,037
Conservative Christian 95.4 920 $1,338  $1,797  $2,635 $2,848  $1,268 $1,707
Affiliated 98.2 93.2 $1,399  $1,932 $3,618 $4,215 $2,122  $2,295
Unaffiliated 842 70.6 $1,377 81,326 - $4,365 $1,688 $2,625
Nonsectariau £9.0 66.3 $2974 83,748  $5,657 §9,625  $5227 $8,010
Regular 94.5 70.3 $3,061 93,438 $5,745 $7,891 $3,669 $5,289
Special emphasis 93.5 78.5 $2,849 $4,005 $4,801 $9,277  $4,281 $4,986
Special education 66.9 320 - -- -- $17,906  $9,467 $14,248
All members of NAIS 98.9 82.7 $4,450 $5,066 $6,061 $7,306 $5,783 $7,317

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Educarion, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Surveys: 1987-88 and 1990-91.
Note: - Too few cases for a reliable estimate.

Note: Because the nine-category typology was under development in 1987-88, the 1987-88 figures may not match the affiliation categories.
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Size. Although there are some large private schools, the size distribution of private
schools is quite different from that of public schools. As can be seen in table 1.6, over half
of the private schools had fewer than 150 students in 1990-91, compared to one in eight
public schools, and nearly one-quarter of the private schools had fewer than 50 students.
As shown in figure 1.2, most private schools are quite small, compared to public schools.
Catholic schools are midway in size between public schools and other private schools.

Being a small school has advantages and disadvantages. The major advantage is the
ease of establishing a school community in which each adult knows each child and each
child is familiar with all those around him. The major dizadvantage is that the costs of
whole-school resources are spread among a smaller number of students. The two sides of
the coin are captured by student/teacher ratios (table 1.7 and figure 1.3): the smaller
student/teacher ratios found at small schools (about 12 to 1, at both public and private
schools with fewer than 150 students, versus 16 to 1 overall, in 1990-91, as reported by
Choy, Henke, et al. 1993) mean that snialler class sizes can be maintained and greater
attention can be given to each student in small schools, but they also mean that a greater
investment is required for each student in those schools.

Figure 1.2--  Percentages of private non-Catholic, Catholic, and public schools that are

small, medium, a 1d large
Percent

60
50 -
40 A 7.2
30 -
20
10 4

1.4 31
0 T
Small (<50) Medium (50-299) Large (300+)

Type of school
O Private non-Catholic E3Catholic B Public

SOURCE: U.S. Depariment of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey, 1990-91 (School Questionnaire).




Table 1.6--  Percentage of schools of different enrollment sizes In 1987-88 and 1990-91, by affillation

< 50 50 - 99 100 - 149 150 - 299 > 300

87-88 90-91 87-88 90-91 87-88 90-91 8788 9091 8788 9091

Total Private 238 %45 164 17.0 12.2 114 283 285 193 186
Total Public _ 2.6 3.1 3.5 39 5.0 53 183 185 706 69.2
Catholic 3.0 14 6.7 7.0 113 111 443 475 347 330
Episcopal 7.1 14.1 14.4 22,0 20.7 147 351 206 226 16
Friends 21.1 233 117 20.9 2.0 76 292 215 290 266
Seventh-Day Adventist 703 70.2 15.1 10.2 4.2 78 6.7 8.9 3.7 3.0
Hebrew Day 6.8 7.7 20.4 134 1.5 165 430 356 223 268
Solomon Schechter 0.0 16.2 -- 6.7 -- 164  -- 404 - 20.2
Other Jewish - 96 - 20.3 -- 204 .- 269 - 228
Christian Schools Int} 4.7 133 19.6 17.5 104 16,1 267 110 392 420
Assoc of Christn Schis Intl 24.0 23.1 229 204 9.9 181 277 266 156 118
Lutheran, Missouri Synod 9.5 6.1 26.7 189 208 237 347 386 8.5 127
Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod - 300 -- 36.6 -- 177 -- 135 - 2.2
Evangelical Lutheran - 9.1 -- 26.1 - 186 - 273 - 19.0
Other Lutheran 327 - 258 -- 294 - 111 - 09 -
Montessori 418 50.8 27.5 342 12.2 104 123 38 6.2 0.8
Schools for
Exceptional Children 573 27.6 242 50.7 7.9 11.1  10.7 8.2 0.0 24
Natl Assoc of
Independent Schools (only) 1.6 24 15.1 16.3 12.6 95 286 296 421 422
Military 0.0 0.0 - 54 - -- -- 426 - --
Other Private Schools 422 481 231 23.7 12.2 82 155 139 7.0 6.1
Catholic 30 14 6.6 7.0 111 111 43 475 350 330
Parochial 1.6 1.3 5.9 8.0 12.0 128 486 514 320 265
Diocesan 2.6 1.7 6.1 52 113 80 440 417 361 434
Private order 12.0 1.1 11.8 6.0 5.7 9.1 20.1 395 504 443
Other religious 372 394 20.7 20.0 137 122 189 181 9.5 103
Conservative Christian 354 36.0 24.0 21.2 11.0 i41 194 180 103 106
Affiliated 25.1 27.2 21.7 213 18.3 146 238 244 112 126
Unaffiliated 53.5 60.2 159 16.8 113 65 127 99 66 66
Nonsectarian 20.7 313 24.6 28.9 11.0 101 206 178 132 119
Regular 19.4 20.2 18.9 15.8 12.3 97 273 317 221 226
Special emphasis 382 437 275 336 89 107 173 6.7 81 53
Special education 43 324 332 >00 11.9 9.7 9.9 7.7 08 03
All members of NAIS 2.8 2.7 12.7 14.5 124 11,1 294 309 427 409

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Surveys: 1987-88 and 1990-91.
Note: - Too few cases for a reliable estimate.

Note: Because the nine~category typology was under development in 1987-88, the 1987-88 figures may not match the affiliation categories.
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As table 1.6 indicates, while most public schools had over 300 students, private
schools that large were only found frequently among Catholic schools, NAIS members,
Friends schools, Jewish schools, military schools, and schools affiliated with Christian
Schools International. Fewer than one-quarter of the private schools in any other affiliation
category had more than 300 students. At the other extreme, over half of the Seventh-Day
Adventist schools, Montessori schools, and religious schools unaffiliated with national
organizations had fewer than 50 students each in 1990-91. Many of these schools have such
small enrollments and teaching forces that they come into and go out of existence as
conditions change. Comparison of the distributions of ages (table 1.3) and sizes (table 1.6)
of different groups of schools reveals a clear correlation: schools of types normally larger
tend to have been in existence longer (r=.25, based on the 1991-92 PSS). That correlation
can be partially due to a tendency for successful schools to grow through the years, and it
can be partially due to a tendency for small schools to close. Examination of the Private
School Universe Survey (PSS) schools in exist>nce in 1989-90 indicates that the average
1989-90 enrollment of schools that were still active in 1991-92 was 199, compared to 168 for

schools that were not interviewed in 1991-92 because they were closed (or "no private school
at this number").

School Resources and Programs

Private schools can also be characterized in terms of resources allocated to
instruction. Respondents to SASS provided information on resources, including
student/teacher ratios, class sizes, number of hours and days of instruction during a year,

categorical programs to provide special services to targeted student populations, libraries,
and boarding services.

Class size and student/teacher ratio. It is argued that for many students, the most
effective learning involves individual interactions with adult teachers. For that reason, other
things equal, a student in a classroom with fewer students per teacher has a greater
opportunity to learn (e.g., Ferguson 1991; de Baca, et al. 1991). Despite variations among,
teachers and in learning styles of students, many private schools have pointed to the small
ratio of students to teachers as an advantage of private education. Therefore, variations in
class sizes and student/teacher ratios, shown in table 1.7, are of interest. These two
measures are highly correlated. However, student/teacher ratios are obtained at the school
level by counting all teachers and all students, including teachers not teaching in single self-
contained classrooms, specialists, and team teachers. Class sizes, on the other hand, are
obtained from teachers’ counts of the number of children in their classrooms.”

To avoid bias in the comparison of student/teacher ratios (a school measure) and class sizes (based on
teacher responses), both are weighted to represent the average of all schools in the country. If class size
data had been weighted to represent the average of all teachers in the country, then they would have
represented the situation in large schools more than small schools.
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Table 1.7--  Students per teacher and per classroem in 1987-88 and 1990-91, by affiliaiion

Percent Schools w/  Percent Schools w/  Avg. Students per  Avg. Students per
Avg. Student/ Student/Teacher Student/Teacher Seif-contained Departmental
Teacher Ratio Ratio < 10 Ratio > 30 Class Class

8788 90-91 87-88 90-91 8788 90-91 87-88 90-91 87-88 90-91

Total Private 158 16.1 21.8 214 38 3.6 20.7 207 201 189
Total Public 17.5 167 57 7.8 1.1 08 25.7 257 239 218
Catholic 19.5 212 4.9 33 59 77 241 250 231 220
Episcopal 108 134 469 3713 0.0 30 17.0 181 168 146
Friends 104 102 534 589 0.0 0.0 20.5 169 138 124
Seventh-Day Adventist 137 126 233 251 08 0.0 15.1 150 183 169
Hebrew Day 103 142 611 319 0.0 6.2 26.9 208 134 184
Solomon Schechter 9.0 9.8 -- 59.6 0.0 0.0 16.6 19.3 -- 176
Other Jewish -- 146 -- 325 -- 4.2 - 19.3 -- 15.6
Christian Schools Intl 150 157 159 104 0.0 0.8 20.3 198 183 179

Assoc of Christn Schls Intl 140 149 220 171 06 . 0.2 18.8 172 176 151
Lutheran, Missouri Synod 183 200 21 0.9 0.5 1.5 222 217 206 192

Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod  -- 18.0 - 7.6 - 0.6 - 183 - 18.8
Evangelical Lutheran 190 180 - 9.4 - 0.9 21.2 82 - 17.3
Other Lutheran 203 156 2.5 - 0.0 - 21.8 163  -- -
Montessori 12.7 13.1 46.9 352 28 29 27.7 206 183 -
Schools for
Exceptional Childrea 7.2 7.9 82.1 794 0.0 0.6 133 17.1 8.6 8.7
Natl Assoc of
Independent Schools (only) 9.4 94 613 674 0.2 08 204 215 152 147
Military 9.1 9.7 709 6.7 0.0 0.0 - - 130 132
Other Private Schools 136 126 326 348 4.0 1.7 17.0 169 156 146
Catholic 195 212 4.9 33 59 1.7 24.1 250 232 220
Parochial 208 218 20 2.2 7.5 9.6 239 246 238 216
Diocesan 18.6 212 5.7 2.6 41 59 25.1 26,1 226 231
Private order 135 173 202 126 0.0 1.3 24.1 246 209 209
Other religious 149 14.2 220 252 30 1.4 18.5 174 179 162
Conservative Christian 136 136 286 247 25 0.7 17.8 168 165 151
Affiliated 15.5 15.6 20.1 17.5 1.7 1.2 19.0 18.5 19.8 171
Unaffiliated 156  13.1 167 363 49 24 18.4 161 159 159
Nonsectarian 110 113 529 467 15 15 182 192 147 135
Regular 116 123 403 378 03 23 18.2 19.1 160 156
Special emphasis 1.1 121 548 409 1.6 14 22.8 215 156 130
Special education 9.1 72 831 7.1 48 0.0 10.1 15.6 7.3 88
All members of NAIS 100 105 560 567 0.1 0.9 21.9 207 153 152

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Surveys: 1987-88 and 1990-91.
Note: - Too few cases for a reliable estimate.

Note: Self-contained classes are most frequently taught in elementary grades, departmental classes in secondary grades.
Note: Because the nine-category typology was under development in 1987-88, the 1987-88 figures may not match the affiliation categories.
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As shown in figure 1.3, average class sizes and student/teacher ratios vary
substantially with school size, and among schools of roughly the same size, there tended to
be two to three fewer students per teacher in public schools than in private schools. The
fact that, overall, the average student/teacher ratio is smaller for private schools is due to
the fact that a much larger percentage of private schools are small. Among schools with
more than 50 students, on the other hand, class sizes and student/teacher ratios convey
different information for public and private schools: lower student/teacher ratios in public
schools are not reflected in lower class sizes in public schools.

Figure 1.3-- Average class sizes and student/teacher ratios for small, medium, and

large public and private schools
Ratio

] Students per Students per
Teacher Class
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2 17.8
16.5
148 14.4
1 11.4
10 86
o
Smal! Medium Large Small Medium Large
(<50) (50-299) (300+) (<50) (50-299) (300+)
Size of School

I Private Schools M Public Schools

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey, 1990-91 (School Questionnaire).

Class sizes and student/teacher ratios are related to tuition rates. At one extreme,
more than half of the schools in some categories have fewer than 10 students per
teacher-NAIS members, special education schools, military schools, and Solomon Schechter
schools. These schools have annual tuitions that range from $4,000 upward. At the other
extreme, Catholic and Lutheran schools, whose class sizes and student/teacher ratios are not
noticeably different from those of public schools, have tuitions typically iess than $1,500.

Time in session. The other straightforward method of making more teacher time
available to each student is through a longer school day or a longer school year. Responses
to SASS questions about the length of the school day (in hours and minutes) and of the
school year (in days) are shown in table 1.8. Most types of schools were close to the
average of 180 days and 6.5 hours per day. The exceptions were special education schools,
with more days per year but slightly fewer hours per day, and Jewish schools and military
schools, with slightly longer school days.
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Table 1.8--  Average length of school year and day in 1990-91, by affiliation

Days Hours
90-91 90-91
Total Private 179.8 6.5
Total Public 179.6 6.4
Catholic 179.1 6.4
Episcopal 178.6 6.9
Friends 1749 6.7
Seventh-Day Adventist 180.1 6.6
Hebrew Day 1803 7.7
Solomon Schechter 1774 6.9
Other Jewish 183.8 73
Christian Schools Intl 178.5 6.6
Assoc of Christn Schls Intl 1789 6.6
Lutheran, Missouri Synod 177.8 6.5
Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod 176.8 6.7
Evangelical Lutheran 1788 6.4
Other Lutheran 184.7 6.6
Montessori 178.8 6.0
Schools for
Exceptional Children 186.4 6.0
Natl Assoc of
Independent Schools (only) 1757 6.9
Military 178.4 7.2
Other Private Schools 181.5 6.4
Catholic 179.1 6.4
Parochial 1789 6.4
Diocesan 179.7 6.3
Private order 178.8 6.6
Other religious 178.8 6.6
Conservative Christian 178.9 6.6
Affiliated 179.3 6.7
Unaffiliated 178.1 6.5
Nonsectarian 183.7 6.4
Regular 180.7 6.7
Special emphasis 1803 6.2
Special education 197.3 5.8
All members of NAIS 176.3 6.8

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Sutvey: 1990-91.

Note: Because the nine-category typology was under development in 1987-88, the 1987-88 figures may not match the affiliation categories.
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The uniformity of time in school across categories of schools does not reflect the
broad range of extended day or intersession activities that involve the students. As shown
in table 1.9, discussed below, about 40 percent of private schools ot.er after-school
programs, compared to 20 percent of public schools. The lack of variability in the averages
also fails to reflect the values of some Christian schools where the number of school days
_ per year is limited in order to maximize the time each child spends with his or her family
(D. Hand, personal communication).

Categorical programs. During the past 30 years, a variety of school-level programs
focusing on students with particular instructional needs have received a great deal of
attention. Many federal and state programs, such as education for the disadvantaged,
special education, and bilingual education, have targeted these categories of students for
increased educational investment of resources. Although the selectivity of some private
schools may limit the number of their students with needs targeted by federal categorical
programs, most private schools did provide some categorical services. The proportions of
private schools that provided each of eight kinds of service in 1990-91 are shown

in tabl: 1.9, along with the percentages of participating students, at schools that offered the
services.

Comparisons of categorical program participation across types of schools can be
misleading. By chance, even if students with unusual needs were enrolled in schools at
random, small schools would be much more likely than large schools either to have no
students with a particular need or to have so few that they could not efficiently offer the
services. This effect would be most noticeable for schools with fewer than 50 students; and

one-quarter of private schools had fewer than 50 students in 1990-91, compared to 2 percent
of public schools.

All of the categorical programs that focused on students with special needs—English
as a second language or bilingual instruction, remedial reading or mathematics instruction,
diagnostic services, and programs for handicapped students—were reported much more
frequently in public than private schools. Nevertheless, these services were provided at
substantial numbers of private schools (for example, remedial reading instruction is found
in 56 percent of private schools and remedial mathematics in 42 percent of schools).
Moreover, in private schools that offer remedial instruction, the proportions of students
participating are similar to the proportions in public schools. For example, in public schools
providing remedial reading, 13 percent of students participated, compared to 10 percent in
private schools; and in public schools providing remedial mathematics, 11 percent of
students participated, compared to 9.5 percent in private schools.

Three kinds of services had higher participation rates in private schools than in public

schools. At the student level, 18 percent of students in private schools that offered services
for gifted students participated in those programs, compared to 8 percent of students in
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Table 1.9 Percentage of schools offering special services and percentage of students in these schools
receiving these services in 1990-91, by affiliation—Continued on next page

BSOL Bilingual Remedial Reading Remedial Math
Total % Schls % Stdnts % Schis % Stdnts % Schls % Stdnts % Schls %o Stdnts
Schools Offering Receiving Offering Receiving Offering Receiving  Offering  Receiving

Total Private 24,690 132 100 53 348 55.7 10.0 424 9.5
Total Public 79,885 408 6.6 18.8 120 80.7 13.2 60.3 112
Catholic 8,731 121 6.3 22 -- 71.1 8.5 507 77
Episcopal 394 7.6 - 44 -- 399 10.9 321 --
Friends 56 170 -- 0.0 - 576 75 4.1 6.0
Seventh-Day Adventist 1,133 52 -- 4.0 -- 29.7 119 237 8.2
Hebrew Day 170 666 8.8 28.6 70.2 577 6.5 54.9 5.0
Solomon Schechter 2 771 6.4 112 -- 72.6 59 539 32
Other Jewish 289 609 190 26.2 - 58.2 121 488 11.2
Christian Schools Intl 403 118 - 49 - 69.4 51 56.0 35
Assoc of Christn Schis Intl 1,941 9.8 - 36 - 52.7 9.1 4438 9.5
Lutheran, Missouri Synod 1,010 6.6 - 21 -- 50.1 6.6 376 58
Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod 409 1.7 - 0.0 - 64.7 6.3 489 37
Evangelical Lutheran 119 101 - 53 - 42.1 10.3 28.0 -
Other Lutheran -- 0.0 - 0.0 -- -- -- -- --
Montessori 747 8.0 -- 54 - 532 12.7 45.0 17.1
Schools for
Exceptional Children 317 187 -- 15.6 - 52 65.4 814 64.5
Natl Assoc of
Independent Schools (only) 933 24.4 9.8 - 34 - 48.8 9.4 323 8.4
Military 79.0 8.1 0.0 - 377 -- -- --
Other Private Schools 7,888 138 221 8.7 425 43.6 16.7 348 16.9
Catholic 8731 121 6.3 22 -- 711 8.5 507 77
Parochial 5437 13.2 6.6 1.6 - 74.6 94 51.3 8.4
Diocesan 2,400 7.9 - 23 -- 74.0 7.0 577 6.8
Private order 894 16.2 -- 51 - 42.1 9.0 288 6.6
Other religious 11,476 137 124 71 441 470 9.6 372 8.2
Conservative Christian 4045 108 - 55 -- 53.2 10.1 413 83
Affiliated 4262 125 9.6 6.1 47.0 482 7.6 383 59
Unaffiliated 3169 190 233 103 - 374 13.1 304 13.9
Nonsectarian 4483 140 15.1 7.0 326 47.7 20.6 39.7 24.6
Regular 1,950 146 9.6 6.4 - 346 85 24.0 8.6
Special emphasis 1,700 147 245 59 - 486 218 414 253
Special education 833 111 - 104 - 76.8 64.3 73.2 67.3
All members of NAIS 1,498 225 7.8 33 - 48.6 10.0 333 8.8

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education. National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey: 1990-91.
Note: ~ Too few cases for a rcliabie estimate.
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Table 1.9--  Percentage of private schools with special services and percentage of students in these schools
receiving these services in 1990-91, by affiliation—Continued

Special Bducation Diagnostic Gifted After School Program
% Schis % Stdnts % Schis % Stdnts % Schis % Stdnts % Schls % Stdnts
Offering Receiving Offering Receiving Offering Receiving  Offering  Receiving

Total Private 174 116 498 99 29.5 18.3 389 19.0
Total Public 85.7 7.9 80.4 10.8 749 8.5 20.5 10.0
Catholic 159 42 547 53 330 12.6 383 134
Episcopal 8.5 - 258 154 432 384 703 223
Friends 18.0 -- 412 7.4 28.1 36.7 673 16.1
Seventh-Day Adventist 9.0 - 23 - 155 - 163 12.8
Hebrew Day 157 - 445 - 383 - 302 -
Solomon Schechter 16.4 - 613 - 42,6 9.8 59.6 19.0
Other Jewish 25.5 - 45.8 13.6 5717 14.7 458 240
Christian Schools Intl 304 - 574 4.0 429 9.8 38.7 17.0
Assoc of Christn Schis Intl 125 - 419 123 244 - 42.6 224
Lutheran, Missouri Synod 15.0 - 449 6.4 242 113 521 273
Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod 14.4 -- 413 48 26.7 13.5 123 9.9
Evangelical Lutheran 14.8 - 412 4.6 329 - 70.2 433
Other Lutheran - - - - - - - -
Montessori 348 - 387 15.7 36.6 29.2 81.1 534
Schools for
Exceptional Children 943 817 96.8 81.4 347 - 26.0 -
Natl Assoc of
Independent Schools (only) 16.5 - 471 9.5 39.2 45.1 470 15.6
Military 54 - 353 -- - -- 0.0 -
Other Private Schools 169 261 30.1 270 251 26.8 349 25.5
Catholic 159 42 £47 53 330 12.6 383 134
Parochial 14.7 44 58.0 54 325 9.5 428 139
Diocesan 18.8 42 59.4 54 324 14.5 326 10.5
Private order 14.9 - 23 - 373 17.6 26.5 213 -
Other religious 12.2 6.7 327 10.4 26.1 18.7 325 26
Conservative Christian 11.6 58 39.5 12.5 278 12.8 35.0 219
Affiliated 124 40 36.5 7.4 274 18.1 38.2 243
Unaffiliated 128 163 19.0 14.7 222 28.0 21.6 20.3
Nonsectarian 334 359 452 29.9 31.2 38.1 56.4 26.8
Regular 121 6.8 29.4 13.6 354 371 63.1 213
Special emphasis 254 170 418 270 336 46.5 60.4 363
Special education 9.7 8.1 89.1 &3.6 16.7 - 327 50.1
All members of NAIS 183 189 419 10.6 38.0 38.0 452 160

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey: 1990-91.
Note: ~ Too few cases for a reliable estimate.




public schools with such programs. At the school level, 39 percent of private schools offered
afterschool programs, compared to 20 percent of public schools. Finally, although special
education services were offered in fewer than a quarter of private schools in general, they
were usually provided to nearly all students in private special education schools. In contrast,
while most public schools offered special education services, typically fewer than 10 percent
of students in a school participated.

Libraries. School librarics and media centers and the professionals who staff them
" play an important role in placing information in the hands of teachers and students (Pickard
1993). As shown in table 1.10, six private schools in seven had libraries in 1990-91; and on
average, in schools with libraries, the equivalent of nearly one-half of a full-time staff
member's time was allocated to library functions.® Nevertheless, the relative frequency
of private schools without libraries was three times that of public schools. The main
difference is in the elementary schools: 14 percent of private elementary schools lack
libraries, compared to 3 percent of public elementary schools. In both public and private
sectors, nearly 95 percent of secondary schools and about 85 percent of combined (K-12)
schools have libraries. Public combined schools without libraries are, like private schools,
much smaller than other schools: their average enrollment is only 113 students.

Among elementary schools, Catholic, Friends, and Hebrew Day schools, like public
schools, rarely lacked a library. At the other extreme, more than 30 percent of special
education schools for exceptional children lacked libraries. Also at the elementary level, a
substantial percentage of Episcopal and Wisconsin Synod Lutheran elementary schools, as

well as nonsectarian and unaffiliated religiously oriented elementary schools, carried on
without libraries.

Although overall the average full-time equivalent (FTE) librarian allocation was
substantially fewer than 1.0, even in schools with libraries, that was not true at the secondary
level. Private secondary schools allocated, on average, the equivalent of one full-time staff
member to library functions. In fact, among secondary schools, Catholic Private-Order,

Catholic diocesan, and NAIS schools allocated significantly more than one FTE for
librarians.!!

Boarding. A distinguishing feature of some private schools is the provision of room
and board to students. Schools that board students have an all-encompassing contact with
a student’s daily life. Some argue that this both engenders responsibility and provides
opportunity for support of academic and social growth (Kane 1992, 127-139). Only 7
percent of private schools, however, have boarding students, as shown in table 1.11.

10 Corresponding public school data on FTEs are available only at the district level and, therefore, are not
commensurate with private school FTE librarian counts.

11 The value for military schools (1.4) was not statistically significantly greater than 1.0.
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Table 1.10-- Percentage of schools with libraries and full-time equivalent (FTE) librarians in 1990-91, by
level and affiliation

Total Elementary Secondary Combined
FTE FTE FTE
Libraries Librarians Libraries Librarians Libraries Librarians Libraries Librarians

Total Private 86.8 04 86.1 03 94.1 1.0 858 0.5
Total Public 95.8 NA 96.9 NA 948 NA 85.4 NA
Catholic 97.1 0.6 96.6 0.5 99.4 1.2 100.0 1.0
Episcopal 75.8 0.8 68.7 0.5 2.6 13 978 1.9
Friends 94.2 1.2 96.3 0.6 -- -- 93.6 22
Seventh-Day Adventist 86.5 0.1 83.0 0.1 96.4 -- 96.1 -
Hebrew Day 98.5 0.7 100.0 0.6 95.6 0.8 -- --
Solomon Schechter 91.0 1.2 90.8 1.1 -- - - --
Other Jewish 84.9 0.5 834 0.5 96.8 - 79.1 --
Christian Schools Intl 85.7 0.5 78.1 0.4 86.1 -- 95.5 0.7
Assoc of Christn Schis Intl  86.7 0.3 80.1 0.3 100.0 -- 924 03
Lutheran, Missouri Synod  89.2 0.1 88.8 0.1 928 0.6 - -
Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod 71.6 0.0 70.5 0.0 -- -- -- --
Evangelical Lutheran 82.0 0.5 78.5 0.2 -- -- -- --
Other Lutheran 83.9 -- 839 -- -- -- -- --
Montessori 780 0.1 80.4 0.1 -- -- -- --
Schools for
Exceptional Children 72.1 03 - - -- - 738 0.2
Natl Assoc of
Independent Schools (only) 95.6 14 89.3 08 98.8 14 98.0 1.7
Military 100.0 13 -- -- 100.0 14 -- --
Other Private Schools 76.8 03 69.6 0.1 76.1 0.6 824 03
Catholic 97.1 0.6 96.6 0.5 994 12 1000 i.0
Parochial 97.6 0.5 974 0.5 100.0 0.9 - --
Diocesan 9.9 0.7 95.9 06 100.0 13 - --
Private order 94.3 1.1 854 0.6 983 13 100.0 16
Other religious 829 0.3 79.1 0.2 94.6 0.7 86.5 0.4
Conservative Christian 8490 03 79.6 0.3 94.4 -- 85.6 03
Affiliated 84.7 03 83.9 0.2 96.6 0.7 82.2 04
Unaffiliated 79.1 03 71.4 0.1 85.5 - 91.9 0.5
Nonsectarian 76.8 0.5 71.3 0.2 80.3 09 82.2 0.7
Regular 79.7 0.7 64.0 03 98.2 1.3 96.5 1.2
Special emphasis 76.8 04 79.0 0.2 84.2 0.9 68.0 0.6
Special education 69.7 0.2 - -- - - 75.6 02
All members of NAIS 959 13 92.1 08 96.7 14 98.5 1.7

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey: 1990-91.
Note: — Too few cases for a reliable estimate.

Note: NA indicates that these estimates are not available at the school level.
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Table 1.11-- Percentage of private schools with boarding students in 1987-88 and 1990-91, by affiiiation

% Boarding % Boarding
§7-88 90-91
Total Private 54 6.6
Catholic 29 23
Episcopal 9.4 12.8
Friends 11.7 128
Seventh-Day Adventist 45 70
Hebrew Day 10.6 23
Solomon Schechter 0.0 0.0
Otker Jewish - 139
Christian Schools Intl 0.9 43
Assoc of Christn Schis Intl 2.8 1.4
Lutheran, Missouri Synod 0.0 22
Lutheran, Wisconsin Synod - 39
Evangelical Lutheran -- 48
Other Lutheran 32 --
Montessori : 29 19
Schools for
Exceptional Children 322 56.9
Natl Assoc of
Independent Schools (only) 24.0 26.6
Military 100.0 100.0
Other Private Schools 6.7 8.5
Catholic 29 23
Parochial. 0.5 1.3
Diocesan 2.8 1.3
Private order 16.9 10.6
Other religious 34 63
Conservative Christian 22 4.2
Affiliated 3.6 6.3
Unaffiliated 4.6 9.0
Nonsectarian 149 16.0
Regular 7.0 9.2
Special emphasis 16.2 10.0
Special education 332 4.1
All members of NAIS 252 229

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Suatistics, Schools and Staffing Surveys: 1987-88 and 1990-91.
Note: ~ Too few cases for a reliable estimate.

Note: Because the nine-category typology was under development in 1987-88, the 1987-88 figures may not match the affiliation categorics.
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In only four categories did large percentages of schools offer boarding: all military
schools, half of the special education schools, and nearly one-quarter of NAIS members and
Hebrew Day schools. A smaller percentage of other Jewish schools, Catholic Private-Order
schools, Episcopal schools, and Friends schou:s provide boarding; and fewer than 10 percent
of other schools offer boarding.

Summary

Based on the Schools and Staffing Survey sample, there were roughly 25,000 private
elementary and secondary schools in America in 1990-91, serving 4,700,000 students. The major
conclusion one reaches from examination of the information on these private schools is that
they are varied. Although they are smaller than public schools on average, some private schools
have many hundreds of students. There are many very old and many very new private schools,
many schools with annual tuitions of more than $6,000, and many with tuitions less than $1,500.
Finally, although most private schools have a religious affiliation or orientation, there were over
4,000 nonsectarian private schools in 1990-91."

Overall, the picture of private schools drawn by the respondents to the Schools and
Staffing Survey creates a context for understanding the role of private elementary and secondary
education in America. In the next chapters, this context will provide the basis for interpreting
information about the students and teachers who are in these schools. Most private schools are
small, most are religiously oriented, and most collect tuition. In these ways they differ from
public schools; but most private schools are similar to public schools (especially those of the
same size) in student/teacher ratios, libraries, the length of the school day and schoo! year, and
in serving primarily nonboarding students. The major structural difference is the prevalence
of combined K-12 schools among private schools and of middle schools among public schools.
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2 Students

Of 44,777,000 children in elementary and secondary schools in America in 1990, slightly
fewer than 4,674,000 were in private schools. How different are these private school students
from those attending public schools? Attendance at private schools is a matter of personal
choice; however, attendance at a private school usually requires tuition payments. Thus, private
school students are more likely to be members of families that are both willing and able to
invest significant monetary resources in their children’s elementary and secondary education,
compared to children in public schools.”? This picture is too simple, however. As found by
Darling-Hammond and Kirby (1985) in a study of school choice in Minnesota, many parents
invest in their children’s education by buying or renting a home in a public school district of
their choice. Nevertheles